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settlement, shortly after the Revolution, and the scene
was laid at Cooperstown, on Lake Otsego. Some of the
characters were drawn from real life, but the plot was
purely fiction. Monsieur Le Quoi, Major Hartman, Ben
Pump were actual colonists on Lake Otsego. Natty
Bumppo was entirely original, with the exception of his
leathern stockings^ which were worn by a very prosaic old
hunter, of the name of Shipman, who brought game to
the Hall. Mr. Grant was not Father Nash.
Our Father went frequently to New York, sometimes
by the Mamaroneck stage, sometimes in his gig, occa-
sionally on horse back, and I can remember his walking
the 25 miles occasionally, and coming home very tired.
In order to be nearer printer and publisher, and to for-
ward our education, it was now decided that we should
remove to New York, A vision of Europe was also aris-
ing. It is singular, but I have only one recollection of this
important removal to New York—I remember Mrs.
Mudf/e, the keeper of the toll-gate at Kingsbridge, over
the Harlem River, Mrs. Muclge was an important, per-
sonage in those days, intimate with inmates of the impor-
tant country houses in West Chester.
The house your Grandfather had rented was one of
two recently built by the Patroon, on Broadway, just
above Prince Street. It was then almost "out of town,"
Directly opposite to us was a modest two-story house
occupied by John Jacob Astor. Niblo's Gardens now
occupies the site of the house in which we lived. Not far
above us was a very grand "Gothic edifice," St. Thomas'
Church, considered an architectural gem in those days!
Next door to us was a Boarding School, one of the best
in New York; the principal was Mrs, Isabella Holt.
Here Cally and I became pupils, There were some very

